REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

December 12, 2023
7:00 PM
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on December 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Hart presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Paul Adams, Denise Sinner and Steve Engleman and Tony Schuler.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney Jacob Swanson, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.
A moment of Silence was observed in Memoria of John W. Hudson, Jr.

1. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the agenda.     
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
2. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman that the minutes from 11/07/2023 Regular Meeting and 11/28/2023 Special Meeting be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

3. Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the November 30, 2023 Treasurer’s Report be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
4. Next was the Reorganization of the Board of Trustees.  Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Adams to elect Neal Hart as Chairman.  
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to elect Paul Adams as Pro-Temp.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to designate department heads as follows:  Adams – Library and Pool, Engleman – Golf Course and Parks, Hart – Office and Electrical, Schuler – Street & Alley, Water and Sewer, Sinner – Police.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to designate the following representatives to boards:  WNJWB – Tony Schuler and Neal Hart, CAB – Clerk Schmidt and Krissa Richards, MEAN – Clerk Schmidt and Nate James, PADD – Clerk Schmidt, Region 22 Advisory Board – Clerk Schmidt, WNED – Clerk Schmidt.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
5. Next was the Appointing of Positions for 2024.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schuler to appoint the following: Village Clerk/Treasurer – Janine Schmidt.  Village Tree Board –Kim Lessert, Justin Markheim, Tim Lawrence.  Village Health Board – Tina Lara, Neal Hart, Chief Muller.  Village Attorney – Simmons Olsen Law Firm.  Village Water Superintendent – Timothy Cleays.  Village Street Superintendent – Jeff Wolfe.  Village Engineer – M.C. Schaff.  Village Depository – Platte Valley Bank.  Village Newspaper for Publication – Star Herald.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

6. Desiree Drane-Davidson asked the Board for a KENO Donation for Bring back the Cats Program to Riverside Zoo.  Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Sinner to Approve KENO donation in the amount of $5000.00.
YEAS: Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: Hart, Adams and Engleman. ABSENT: None.  Motion Failed.  

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Adams to approve a donation in the amount of $2,000.00.  

YEAS: Hart, Adams and Engleman. NAYS: Schuler and Sinner. ABSENT: None.

7. Next on the agenda was Discussion regarding a Solar Project for Stephen Hoogland.  Stephen asked the board what we can do to keep the project moving forward. Stephen would like specific accounting practices and Chairman Hart would like the net metering to be monthly.  Chairman Hart recommended a 100 KW system with 2 sites, each at 50 KW.  Neal would like to follow the guidelines and polices that were adopted in 2018 by the Village.  Stephen and other board members asked if Stephen went with the recommended 100 KW system what percentage of solar would that be for the Village.  Stephen also would like to know who retains the credit and rights for the renewable credits.  Chairman Hart proposed that he and Stephen and Nate from the Electrical Department meet before the January meeting to get some more answers to the questions presented.
8. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the addition of Hunter Lawson to the Morrill Volunteer Fire Department.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

9. Next on the agenda was discussion from the Fire Department regarding the Retirement and Reimbursement Account and how to move forward to get the dollars to the retired members who have qualifying years.   In 2011 and implemented in 2012 a plan was put into place with members who become vested after 7 qualifying years and after 4 qualifying years it would be prorated for retirement.  There never was a plan put into place for payouts and this is what Chief Hinman, Jerry Hinman and Chief Flowers from Gering have been working toward creating. This will come back to the board at the January 2024 meeting.
10. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Resolution 23-12 to Sign the Year-End Certification of City Street Superintendent.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

11. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to approve the Year-End Certification of City Street Superintendent for Determining Incentive Payment in Calendar Year 2022.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

12. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to Approve the Trainings for 2024 for Clerk Schmidt.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

13. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to waive three readings of the Salary Ordinance the Establishes Salaries for Officers and Employees.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Ordinance D-374.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Ordinance D-374 An Ordinance Amending the Salary Ordinance that Establishes Salaries for Officers and Employees.
Published in Pamphlet Form.

14. An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that the Christmas Stroll was a success and there were quite a few younger children and younger families in attendance.  Most everyone ran out of food and the horse drawn wagon ride was a huge hit as the lines were quite long.  Pete shared that the school was more involved this year and this needs to continue as this is a requirement of the school and their score went from needing work to great.  Pete would like to see more activity happening from the school and the community.  The Christmas Lighting contest judging hasn’t happened yet but it will soon.  The next project Pete is looking toward is Horsecreek Rendezvous Days in July.  Jerry Hinman shared that he joined the fire department in the 90’s and at that time they had 14 EMTs and often at calls 10 EMTs would be able to respond.  They dropped down to 3 EMTs and now are at 6 and with Hunter Lawson joining the department they will be at 7 as soon as he tests out.  Steve Engleman thanked all the Volunteer Fire Department members for their service to our community.
15. The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
16. The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve all claims as presented.  
A&A Porta Potties Srvcs/Lbr 300.00
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 3.80
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 20.47
Quadient Leasing USA Inc. Pstg 1003.00, Pstg 247.32
Paul  Adams Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Amazon Capital Services Sup 24.99, Sup 492.72, Sup
Sandry Fire Supply Srvcs/Lbr 942.50
21.65, Memb 179.00, Sup 73.83, Sup 207.98, Sup 49.00,
Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning Srvcs/Lbr 34.00
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 184.20
Scotts Bluff County Sheriff's Office Srvcs/Lbr 670.91
Attentive Ins 920.00
Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C. Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00,
Axon Enterprise, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 1440.00
Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
Black Hills Energy Util 38.75
Smith Psychological Services Srvcs/Lbr 400.00
Black Hills Energy Util 141.62
Star-Herald Pub/Sub 459.99
Black Hills Energy Util 1032.45
Steve Engleman Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 10626.62
Tony Schuler Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
Border States Industries Sup 1046.51, Sup 860.38, Sup
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 9706.00, Srvcs/Lbr
1382.95, Sup 1652.19, Sup 141.15
70.00, Srvcs/Lbr 1167.12
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 272.20, Srvcs/Lbr
Transwest Ford Srvcs/Lbr 576.96, Srvcs/Lbr 72.47
51.71, Srvcs/Lbr 79.73
U-Save Mart Fuel 916.39
Centurylink Communications Inc Util 65.58, Util 65.58
USABlueBook Sup 2088.72
Charter Communications - Library Acct Util 79.98
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 214.34, Srvcs/Lbr 138.42,
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Srvcs/Lbr 184.56
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
Viaero Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 198.43
Charter Communications - Golf Course Util 152.44, Util
Village of Morrill Srvcs/Lbr 9650.42
161.39
Village of Morrill Fire Dept- R & R Reimb 10220.00
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct Dep 200.00, Dep
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 49.99
200.00
Colonial Life Ins 560.04
Visa Sup 1964.41
Complete Care Family Practice Srvcs/Lbr 108.00
Vistabeam Util 79.90
Creative Signs by Cozad Sup 100.00
Wal-Mart Capital One Sup 432.33
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 117.50
Watson Welding & Manufacturing Sup 55.10, Sup 390.00
Custom Cage Sup 285.00
Western Nebraska Joint Water Board Wtr 4248.00
DL Foods Sup 44.58, Sup 700.87
Western Nebraska Papers Pub/Sub 136.15
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 75.68
Witmer Public Safety Group, Inc. Sup 500.30
Denise Sinner Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00


      Village of Morrill Refund $200.00, 75.00, 120.88, 90.00, 200.00, 200.00

Donna Cozad $102.46 Deposit Refund 


       J-Rodz Towing & Recovery Srvcs/Lbr 125.00
Payroll $23,958.02, 23,126.28



       Janine Schmidt Milg 518.63
941 Taxes $7,191.10, 6,741.64



       Kwik Stop Fuel 239.54, Fuel 175.44
Credit Card Fees $49.50, 25.90, 39.10, 57.40                          L-Tron Sup 1254.32, Sup 3429.98
State Farm Life Insurance $323.40                                           LARM Ins 1135.97
Edward Jones Retirement $3,398.00                                        M.C. Schaff & Associates, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 750.00
Nebraska Department of Revenue Taxes $2,262.11, 7,891.84

Village of Morrill Utilities $1,140.00                                           M.E.A.N. Elec 50646.68, Elec 56275.22
Office Ally $35.00 Ambulance Billing 


        Mark Bliss Sup 499.99
Morrill Elementary School - $1,500.00 KENO Donation            Menards Sup 58.24, Sup 33.82
Matheson Tri-Gas - $136.50 Supplies                                       Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
PV Bank - $45.00 Bank Fee                                                      Morrill Hardware Sup 150.70
NDEE - Public Water Operators Lic 115.00,115.00, 115.00      Neal Hart Srvcs/Lbr 1800.00
Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. Sup 104.10, Sup 180.88                                                                                                  Nebraska Rural Water Association Memb 300.00                                                                                                   Morrill Supply Sup 364.47
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 132.48                                                                                                   
Toby Black - $365.00 Incentive

Matt Groskopf - $365.00 Incentive

Jerry Hinman - $365.00 Incentive

Matt Hinman - $365.00 Incentive

Tom Hinman - $365.00 Incentive

Dawson Jacobs - $365.00 Incentive

Megan Lukassen - $365.00 Incentive

Preston Lukassen - $365.00 Incentive

Warren Osborn - $365.00 Incentive

Krissa Richards - $365.00 Incentive

Juan Rodriguez - $365.00 Incentive

Tony Schuler - $365.00 Incentive

Art Steiner - $365.00 Incentive

Michelle Waters - $365.00 Incentive

Dutton-Lainson Company Sup 313.84, Sup 2586.02
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 16.99
Edward Jones Trust Srvcs/Lbr 120.00
Enviro Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 25.00, Srvcs/Lbr 25.00
Fox Insurance Services Ins 486.25
Globe Life Liberty National Division Ins 221.08
Home Depot Credit Services Sup 246.74
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 84.05, Sup 33.74, Sup 44.03, Sup 68.56
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 170.94
Intralinks, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 250.00
Irby Company Sup 738.50, Uniform 121.33, Uniform
202.56, Uniform 121.33, Uniform 94.95, Uniform 211.00
      YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

17. The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on January 07, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.
18.  The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schuler.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, Schuler and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.


The meeting was then adjourned at 8:11 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
